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$7.7m grant 
mental health 
research centre 
Funding secures future of 
pioneer longitudinal study 
The ANU's Centre for Mental Health Research 
(CMHR)has been awarded a $7.75 milhon grant 
from the National Health and Medical Research 
Council to continue research into common men-
tal health disorders. 

CMHR Director, Professor Anthony Jorm, 
said the five-year grant ensured the survival of the 
Centre which is totally dependent on outside 
competitive grants. 

"This grant will allow us to continue with two 
main strands of work. One is our longitudinal 
study called the Path Through Life Project — a 
20-year study of the mental and physical health of 
about7,000 people in Canberra and Queanbeyan. 
Our second area of work focuses on a mental 
health literacy course, which involves public 
knowledge about mental health problems and 
how to improve this knowledge." 

Prof. Jorm said grants of this size had not been 
offered before and the NHMRC was now allocat-
ing funding to support large research teams and 
giving them more freedom to follow scientific 
leads as they arose. 

"The nature of these grants made the applica-
tion process extremely competitive. Sixteen grants 
were allocated this year and only 20 per cent of 
applicants were successful. We are delighted that 
this puts mental health on the medical map. The 
other recipients were mainly groups focusing on 
clinical and biomedical research," he said. 

Prof Jorm said that, although many research 
bodies are working in the area of mental health in 
Australia, few are community based. Most are 
focused on hospitalised patients who have al-
ready been diagnosed with mental health 
problems, he said. 

"Our work is unique in that we do not deal with 
severe mental disorders such as schizophrenia 
and bipolar disease. We deal with the common 
mental health problems such as anxiety and de-
pression disorders, drug and alcohol abuse and, in 
older people, cognitive problems and dementia," 
he said. 

The Centre's Path Through Life Project analy-
ses people in three age groups — 20-24, 40-44 
and 60-64. Prof Jorm said participants' mental 
and physical health would be tracked every four 
years for 20 years. 

CHIFLEY 
serial 

"After that period of time the 20- to 24-year-
olds will be 40-44 and the 40- to 44-year- olds 
will be 60-64. We are tracking changes in a range 
of factors, including social and psychological, 
occupational, nutritional and biological — fac-
tors that may affect mental and physical health as 
people go through various stages of life." 

Prof Jorm said similar longitudinal research 
has been conducted in children and elderly 
people, but factors affecting the mental health 
of people in the "in-between years" had been 
largely neglected in longitudinal studies. 

"For example, we know that the prevalence of 
anxiety and depression is lower in older than in 
younger adults, but nobody knows why. Simi-
larly we know that drug and alcohol use is less in 
older people, whereas memory problems become 
more common. We want to find reasons for these 
changes with age," he said. 

Prof Jorm said the grant would also allow 
the Centre to continue developing and research-
ing methods for improving mental health 
literacy in the community, through web sites, 
books and training courses and its mental health 
first-aid course. He said the Centre started 
running the Mental Health First Aid course this 
year because, although the public is generally 
knowledgeable about illnesses such as cancer 
and heart disease, there is a basic ignorance 
about mental health. 

"There is a huge gulf in the way the public 
think about mental health and the way profes-
sional groups do. Too often that stops mental 
illness sufferers from being diagnosed early or 
getting the right kind of help. We want to 
develop and improve community mental health 
literacy" he said. 

This year the Centre has trained more than 
1,000 people in the course. It has also pub-
lished a consumer guide that outlines the 
symptoms of early depression and suggests the 
best treatment options for those suffering from 
depression. 

"It is sort of like Choice magazine, but 
instead of telling you which item to buy it tells 
you the best types of help for people with 
depression," he said. 

"The grant will allow these and other meth-
ods of improving mental health literacy to be 
evaluated in large controlled trials involving 
community members." 

LEIGH BAKER 
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The National Museum of Australia's virtual-reality theatre, kSpace — developed with 
a team from the ANU Supercomputer Facility's Vizlab — is proving a big hit with 
visitors to the Acton attraction. Full story, Page 3 

Stressed girls turn to 
smoking, says study 
An ANU psychologist's research has provided an 
explanation for why more girls than boys take up 
smoking. 

Professor Don Byrne of the School of Psy-
chology said girls are under more stress than boys 
and turn to smoking to relieve some of the pres-
sure. He believes a properly targeted strategy 
could halve current smoking rates. 

"Peer pressure is undoubtedly the single most 
powerful motivator in determining who takes up 
smoking," Prof Byrne said. "However we have 
done large studies that show girls are vulnerable 
to other stresses such as worries about family, 
school and future issues. 

"So while boys and girls are equally affected 
by peer pressure, girls have additional pressures 
that lead them to take up smoking in greater 
numbers." 

Prof Byme said teenage smoking was a huge 
public health issue because 20-25 per cent of 
teenagers — the majority girls — take up and 
continue smoking. 

He said smoking has a direct health cost to the 
conamunity of around $6 billion per annum. 

While Prof Byme believes attitudes towards 
smoking are changing in Australia, he is con-
cemed that children as young as 13 are starting to 
smoke. Despite strong laws on the sale of tobacco 
and smoking in public places he believes more 
needs to be done to stem the tide of underage 
smokers. 

"Almost everyone [in the Westem world] is 
aware of the health consequences of smoking, 
however because the effects are not seen for 
decades, young people find them easy to ignore. 

"TV or billboard campaigns, such as the 'Just 
Say No' campaign, just do not speak to young 
people," Prof Byme said. "Govemments needs 

to bite the bullet and spend money if they want to 
make an impact on this group." 

A reseai;-ch-based campaign aimed at prevent-
ing childrei*! from smoking could significantly 
reduce the overall number of smokers, he said, 
because it was unusual for adults to begin smok-
ing. "Prevention is obviously better than cure. 
Therefore if we can help kids survive adolescence 
without succumbing, then they are unlikely to 
take it up later," he said. 

Prof Byme said it was important to develop a 
campaign that did not treat all young people the 
same way. 

"For example, a different strategy will be 
required to reach 13-year-old boys than would be 
required fori 8-year-old girls. For example, if we 
can show girls how to manage their stress then not 
only will they be happier, but they will be less 
likely to take up smoking." 

However, he said, for boys who won't admit 
stress as being the cause, a healthy lifestyle mes-
sage needs to be promoted. 

"We need to say to boys: Tf you want to do 
well in sport and operate at the peak of your 
physical performance then cigarettes are bad," he 
said. 

Prof Byme said that low self-esteem was also 
a factor in determining who took up smoking. 

"Those with low self-esteem are more likely 
to take up smoking — as are young people who 
feel a need to rebel," Prof Byme said. 

He believes promoting self-esteem, motiva-
tion and achievement would be another factor in 
making the campaign successful. 

"With sufficient funding to develop targeted 
campaigns we might have the chance to reduce 
current smoking rates by half," Prof Byme said. 

JULIAN LEE 
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Philosopher with ability to make connections 
Philosophy is not the oldest 

profession but it is the old-
est academic one. (This is why 

the generic doctorate is called the 
doctor of philosophy.) Philosophy's 
age makes it hard to say something 
both good and really new. Although 
many philosophers of recent times 
have made major contributions, they 
rarely reshape the whole way we 
look at a series of problems. David 
Lewis was one of the exceptions. He 
was a philosopher in the sense in 
which Kant, Hume and Plato were 
philosophers. 

Lewis took his first degree at 
Swarthmore College, and intended a 
career in chemistry. However, he 
came across philosophy when his 
father took study leave in Oxford and 
decided to do a doctorate in philoso-
phy at Harvard. Lewis wrote a 
brilliant thesis sitting in a cafe. (Even 
when he had a nice office, he some-
times chose to write surrounded by 
activity.) This thesis became his first 
book Convention, in which he draws 
on parts of game theory to explain 
how we use words to communicate 
our thoughts. 

Amazingly for someone destined 
to become a major figure in meta-
physics, he had trouble passing the 

OBITUARY 
Professor David Lewis 
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paper in metaphysics at Harvard. He 
insisted on giving full and proper 
answers to the questions. This made 
it hard to complete the required 
number of questions. 

Lewis's first appointment was in 
the philosophy department at the Uni-
versity of California at Los Angeles. 
He moved to Princeton University in 
1970. His CV was a what's what of 
academic distinction in philosophy. 

Throughout his career Lewis was 
a formidable problem solver. For ex-
ample, he gave us the best general 
formulation of materialism as a phi-
losophy of mind; with Robert 
Stalnaker, he was responsible for the 
account of subjunctive conditionals 
as variably strict conditionals; he told 
us how to understand truth in fiction; 
and he told us how to understand 
objective chance. 

However, he had a rare ability to 
see connections and to make sense of 
where one or another solution fitted 
into an overall picture. 

It was inevitable that he would 
become a major metaphysician in the 
sense of someone with a compelling 
picture of our world and our place in 
it. 

The picture was an austerely ma-
terialist one, but with a curious twist. 
Lewis believed that our world — by 
which he did not mean Earth but our 
universe — was but one of many 
possible worlds, and that what made 
it true that Newtonian physics might 
have been true was that there was a 
possible world where it literally was 
true. Lewis's views were enormously 
influential but this doctrine was the 
exception. 

David and his wife Stephanie 

(Steffi) had many connections with 
Australia. J.J.C. (Jack) Smart (of Ad-
elaide University, La Trobe 
University and The Australian Na-
tional University) taught Lewis 
during a visit at Harvard. Lewis gave 
the Gavin David Young Lectures at 
Adelaide, the Jack Smart Lecture at 
the ANU, was a visiting professor at 
Monash and a visiting fellow at ANU, 
had an honorary degree from Mel-
bourne University, and was a fellow 
of the Australian Academy of Hu-
manities. 

He visited Australia almost every 
northern summer for over 20 years 
and he and Steffi became fanatical 
Essendon supporters in the AFL. I 
fear that he never showed much in-
terest in the Canberra Raiders. 

These regular visits were of enor-
mous value to Australian philosophy. 
He would give early versions of pa-
pers that later became classics. He 
loved going to seminars and confer-
ences. 

He would make beautifully clear, 
informed and penetrating comments 
in discussion, sometimes, it has to be 
admitted, to the discomfort of the 
speaker. 

He was very generous with his 
time and very ready to help others. 

Clark was authoritative Australian biographer 
Axel's old parodic humour, 

volume set on high, will no 
longer be heard in the corri-

dors of the A.D. Hope building. Nor 
will the quieter voice of the failing 
man of recent years, commenting on 
enduring values ("Richardson's 
work does matter, doesn't it?") or 
on the decline of an education sys-
tem dominated by market 
considerations ("You can't run a 
university for profit"). 

Born of Manning and Dymphna 
Clark in the war years. Axel just 
lived to see the new millennium and 
long enough to make an enormous 
number of friends in very varied 
fields of life. 

He emerged with an Honours de-
gree in English from the University 
of Melbourne in 1965, was awarded 
an MA from the University of Syd-
ney in 1971 and a PhD from the same 
University in 1979. 

In 1980 he published his authori-
tative biography of Christopher 
Brennan, which resulted in an invi-
tation to lecture on the subject to the 
Australian Literature class at the 
AMJ. 

By 1981 Axel was tutoring in the 
ANU Department of English. That 
lasted only into 1982, but by 1985 
English made one of its memorably 
unanimous decisions and from 1986 
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Axel had a permanent Lectureship 
post, which became a Senior Lec-
tureship in 1991. In the two decades 
of his association with the ANU, Axel 
worked for the Australian National 
Dictionary Project (characteristi-
cally absorbed in reading texts for 
their intrinsic interest when he 
should have been word-spotting). 

His research focused on Henry 
Handel Richardson, generating a 
first volume of her biography in 1990 
and a second in 2001. 

This work nicely complements 
Dorothy Green's critical study, 
though it remains incomplete. Given 
Axel's long battle with his illness and 
his regular major operations, it is 
astonishing that any of this writing 
was carried out at all, not least the 
miraculous volume two, launched in 
Canberra weeks before Axel's death. 

Axel vdll be remembered by schol-
ars of Australian literature and 
missed by friends, colleagues and 
students, many of whom attended 
the celebration of his life following 
the funeral at St Stephen's, Newtown, 
a church which, as the Reverend 
Meadows pointed out (possibly over-
stating the case). Axel "seldom" 
attended. At St Stephen's I found 
myself facing a text which read "Be-
hold I come quickly!". We had been 

waiting for Axel's end for many 
years, but when it came it did so 
suddenly, taking us all by surprise. 
English at the ANU won't be the 
same again. Our hearts go out to 
Alison Clark and the children, Anna, 
Solly and Tom, as well as to Axel's 
sister and brothers. 

Livio Dobrez 
English, Faculty of Arts 

Correction 
A photo on Page 3 of the ANU 
Reporter of 19 October was incor-
rectly attributed to "Nevran". The 
credit should have read, "Reprinted 
from Neuron,VoL13, Greg Stuart 
and Michael Hausser, Initiation and 
spread of sodium action potentials 
in cerebellar purkinje cells, 703-712, 
Copyright (1994), with permission 
from Elsevier Science." 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

• Restrict letters to about 300 words. 
• include date and page number of references to the ANU Reporter, 
• Sign It and give phone number and full address details. 

Address letters to: Editor, The ANU Reporter, I Block, Old Admin Area, 
ANU, ACT, 0200. Fax: (02) 6249 5568 
Email: Editor.ANU.Reporter@anu.edu.au 

ce^ Public Lectures 
CO 

Seminars 

^PE 

The List 
Exhibitions 

The ANU Reporter now features a regular insert listing Conferences, Seminars, Public Lectures, Exhibitions and other Events. 
For a full list of what's on or to add your own event, check out the ^^^List page on the new Staff News website at: 

h t t p : / / w w w . a n u . e d u . a u / p a d / s t a f f n e w s / l i s t . h t m l 

especially younger philosophers. He 
was meticulous about acknowledg-
ments. 

Lewis was in some ways an in-
timidating presence. His reputation 
naturally put people in awe of him, 
he lacked much in the way of small 
talk and he was a paragraph speaker. 
If you asked David a question you 
might get a very short answer but 
more often there would be a pause, 
somewhat longer than is usual in 
conversation, and then would emerge 
a carefully phrased series of para-
graphs which would consist of a 
marshalling of the relevant facts, an 
account of the various conclusions 
one might draw from them, followed 
by the conclusion he himself fa-
voured. He was though a very kind 
person, enormously loyal and a con-
noisseur of beer. Those of us lucky 
enough to count him as a friend were 
lucky indeed. 

Born Oberlin, Ohio 28 Septem-
ber 1941; assistant professor of 
philosophy. University of California 
Los Angeles 1966-70; associate pro-
fessor of philosophy 1970-73; class 
of 1943 professor of philosophy, 
Princeton University; married 1965 
Stephanie Robinson; died Princeton, 
New Jersey 14 October 2001. 

Professor Frank Jackson 
Philosophy, RSSS. 
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New link to 
global net 
The ANU has become the AustraUan 
hub of a new worldwide video-
conferencing network to improve edu-
cation in developing countries. 

The Global Development Learning 
Network (GDLN), established by the 
World Bank, will eventually link 150 
distance learning centres (DLCs) 
throughout the world with state-of-
the-art communication facilities, 
enabling the delivery of distance 
education, training and conference 
facilities. 

Access to the ANU's facility, the 
gateway for the broadcast of material 
from all Australian tertiary and other 
institutions, is being managed through 
the Asia Pacific School of Economics 
and Management (APSEM) with 
Scholarly Technology Services in the 
Division of Information overseeing the 
network itself, the teaching platform 
and videoconferencing facilities. 

Maree Tait, from APSEM, said the 
University had its first hook-up earlier 
this month with satellite connection 
between five DLCs — Ningxiao 
(northwest China), Beijing, Singapore, 
Washington DC and the ANU. 

The ANU will host an official launch 
of its connection to the GDLN within 
the next few weeks. She said DLCs had 
already been opened in Indonesia, 
China, Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam. A DLC was expected to be 
opened in Dili, East Timor, by the end 
of the year and the World Bank has 
plans for 50 centres throughout the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

Ms Tait said the program would 
allow the ANU and other Australian 
universities and organisations to deliver 
a huge range of programs to previously 
difficult to reach audiences. The GDLN 
service is available to all areas of the 
University, with costs based on 
connection times. Bookings are made 
through Ms Tait. 

SEAN DALY 

ANU technology a big 
hit at national museum 
Visitors to the National Museum of 
Australia have been taking advan-
tage of the latest in interactive virtual 
reality technology developed at The 
Australian National University. 

kSpace, an interactive virtual re-
ality theatre, developed by the ANU 
for the National Museum of Aus-
tralia (NMA), allows children to 
design their own fantasy house or 
vehicle for an Australian city of the 
future. 

Drew Whitehouse, Darran 
Edmundson and Stephen Duke from 
the ANU Supercomputer Facility's 
Vizlab, formed the core of a team of 
people who designed and built the 
kSpace exhibit, which uses 16 com-
puters and seven software systems. 

Vizlab programmers Stuart Ram-
sden, Jonathan McCabe and Ajay 
Limaye also lent a hand towards the 
closing stages of the project. 

Three other virtual-reality thea-
tres based on their technology have 
been installed, two at the Power-
house Museum and one at the CSIRO 
Discovery Centre. In the NMA's 
kSpace, each participant has a digital 
photo taken of them, which is used to 
personalise their creations. 

Once they have created their house 
or vehicle, the visitors are shown a 
three-dimensional movie generated 
in real-time of the city featuring the 
houses and vehicles they have de-
signed. 

Mr Whitehouse believes kSpace 
has succeeded where many other vir-
tual reality experiences have not. 

"kSpace is novel in that it enables 
people to personalise the experience 
with their own photo, interact with it 
by creating their own building or 
vehicle and finally to experience it 
all in three-dimensions," Dr 
Whitehouse said. 
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Computer design: kSpace creations that fly through virtual cities are the work 
of ANU Supercomputer Facility staff. 

"We know we've succeeded when 
the kids yell out, 'that's mine!' and 
come back over and over." 

More than 110,000 people have 
used the exhibition since March this 
year. kSpace is not just entertain-
ment, however; it has been designed 
to complement the NSW school cur-
riculum which includes a component 
where children are encouraged to 
imagine the future and their part in it. 

"As part of the design process, the 
kids have to incorporate objects such 
as communication towers, alterna-
tive energy sources, windows etc. 

"This provides a springboard for 
teachers to follow up the experience, 
by talking about IT, solar energy and 
other aspects of society. We hope 
that it sparks ideas and further inter-
est," Mr Whitehouse said. 

The installation at the NMA has 
also been a demonstration of the re-
liability and user friendliness of the 
technology. 

"The system is operated by non-

technical museum staff and has been 
in constant, seven-day-a-week use 
by the public since opening in 
March," Mr Whitehouse said. 

"This has really tested the robust-
ness of the technology and given us 
the chance to iron out all the hidden 
problems and ragged edges." 

He believes kSpace is also a posi-
tive example of University-based 
commercial projects, as well as an 
opportunity to work collaboratively 
with the NMA that is conveniently 
located next door to the ANU. The 
NMA is a natural showcase to adver-
tise the ANU's high-tech R&D 
capacity. Mr Whitehouse said it had 
earned the University money and ena-
bled Vizlab to buy expensive 
commercial software to help re-
searchers visualise their data. 

More information about the 
kSpace and other Vizlab VR projects 
can be found at <http://anusf anu. 
edu.au/VizlabA^E>. 

JULIAN LEE 

Former Olympics chief joins NGSM 
Former Sydney Olympics chief execu-
tive, Sandy Hollway {right), has joined 
the ANU's National Graduate School 
of Management (NGSM) as an Ad-
junct Professor. 

Mr Hollway, who as Chief Execu-
tive of the Sydney Organising 
Committee for the Olympic Games 
(SOCOG) played a major part in deliv-
ering "the best Games ever", took up 
the three-year term at the start of this 
month. The NGSM's Professor Mark 
Dodgson said Mr Hollway was one of 
Australia's most talented managers 
who had demonstrated his successful 
management style not only in SOCOG 
but throughout his career in the public 
service, which included periods as Sec-
retary of the then Department of 
Employment, Education, Training and 
Youth Affairs (DEETY A) and the De-
partment of Industry, Science and 
Technology (DIST). 

"At SOCOG he had an appallingly 
difficult job, running the world's larg-
est peacetime project in difficult 
circumstances, with a delicate political 
situation, yet he produced what has 
been acknowledged as the best Games 
ever and his staff absolutely love him," 
Prof. Dodgson said. 

"He has a beautiful management 
style... in our Leadership Course he is 
one of our case studies." 

Prof. Dodgson said Mr Hollway 
would be involved in a number of areas 
in the School including the Public Sec-
tor management program and 
enhancing links with China. 

"He has a very broad view of the 
management and policy issues facing 
Australia, particularly in the areas of 
education and innovation. We are look-
ing forward to being able to seek his 
advice on any changes to the school's 
program to reflect current manage-
ment trends." 

Mr Hollway said he was looking 
forward to the opportunity to work at 
the ANU, with which he had strong 
links going back to his time at DEET YA 
and continuing to the present with his 
daughter, Belinda, studying Arts/Law. 

He said his involvement at the 
NGSM would include helping to shape 
the School's programs for government 
agencies and developing the senior 
executive program. 

"Universities often provide a use-
ful forum on issues of concern and I 
am hoping my role at the School will 
enable me to use the University as a 
base to make more public statement 
on issues of policy and management," 
Mr Hollway said. "I'm also looking 
forward to participating in the life of 
the University generally. I am very 
interested in the quality of the higher-

New to ANU: Sandy Hollway 

education sector and would like to be 
able to rub shoulders with people 
who are thinking about the future of 
the University and universities. I'm 
also hoping to be able to sit in on 
some lectures in areas in which I 
have a long-standing interest, such 
as philosophy and economics. Of 
course, in all of this I have to be 
realistic with a life that is already 
very full." 

Mr Hollway said he believed suc-
cessful management involved the 
fusion of three things — formal, 
highly excellent training; regular op-
portunities to step back for a short 

time from the everyday demands of 
management to reflect on the phi-
losophy and trends of current 
management; and hands-on practice. 
He said that while he would not be 
offering NGSM students much in the 
way of theoretical framework, he 
would be able to advise on the rules 
of practical management and the cold, 
hard reality of being a manager. 

Mr Hollway said his connection 
with China — he was involved in 
Beijing's successful bid for the 2006 
Olympic Games — would be largely 
as an ambassador for the University 
and the NGSM against a backdrop of 
a strong international recognition of 
Australia's management expertise. 
Since the Sydney Olympics Austral-
ian managers, especially in the area 
of large-project management, have 
been in demand internationally. 

Far from taking it easy after the 
Games ended, Mr Hollway said he has 
had a busy and varied year. 

"I feel very grateful and privileged 
to have been involved in all sorts of 
very interesting projects. It has been 
busy, but not so high-pressured." 

Mr Hollway said he planned to 
formally take up his position and touch 
base with the NGSM in the coming 
weeks. 

SEAN DALY 

IN BRIEF 
The Australian National Universi-
ty's new medical school will shortly 
begin appointing rural medical prac-
titioners to develop the curriculum 
and coordinate the teaching of stu-
dents in SE NSW in centres such as 
Bateman's Bay, Goulburn and Bega. 
The new medical school aims to get 
more doctors into the bush and will 
develop regional and rural centres 
for teaching as funds became avail-
able. The rural focus has been 
enhanced by an annual intake of 25 
Rural Bonded Scholars committed 
to rural practice."Early, high quality 
rural exposure is important in at-
tracting medical students to eventual 
rural practice," the Interim Dean, Dr 
Alex Bune, said."For example, we 
anticipate that some students will 
spend up to a year of the four-year 
course learning in rural and commu-
nity settings. It will be essential to 
provide support and teaching assist-
ance for the doctors in practice in 
these regional settings." Dr Bune 
said that the School would encour-
age entry of students from rural 
backgrounds. The School will have 
its first intake in 2004 with the first 
graduates in 2007. 

ANU's Graduate Program in Pub-
lic Policy (GPPP) figured 
prominently in the recent Institute 
of Public Administration of Aus-
tralia (IPAA) awards. The Sam 
Richardson award is given annu-
ally to the article in the Australian 
Journal of Public Administration 
judged to be the most influential/ 
most important. In 2000, the award 
was shared between Professor Ri-
chard Mulgan, who lectures in the 
GPPP (for his article "Comparing 
accountability in the public and 
private sectors") and Dr Michael 
Di Francesco, a recent PhD gradu-
ate of the GPPP now at the 
University of Sydney (for his arti-
cle "An evaluation crucible: 
evaluating policy advice in Aus-
tralian central agencies"). 

A delegation of 20 officials from 
China's Ministry of Labour and So-
cial Security (MOLSS) and the 
associated Municipal Bureaux of 
Beijing, Chengdu and Ningbo will 
be in Canberra from 29 October to 28 
November. They will be attending 
an intensive Training Workshop at 
the National Graduate School of 
Management, which follows a series 
of activities under the World Bank's 
Enterprise Housing and Social Secu-
rity Technical Assistance program. 
In addition to the workshops and 
seminars, it is hoped to take the del-
egates to a number of relevant Federal 
and ACT Agencies for briefings and 
to have representatives from differ-
ent agencies take part in discussion 
panels at NGSM. 

The Careers Centre is giving stu-
dents a technological boost in 
Hnding new career opportunities 
with a new integrated employment 
and career system, "Career Hub". 
Once registered, students will be 
able to customise the type of infor-
mation they receive by discipline 
and career interest areas. The Aus-
tralian designer of Career Hub, 
Darren Hayes from Visual Eyes 
Creative, will conduct an informa-
tion session on 29 November at 
9.30am in the Haydon Allen Tank. 
For more information phone Kim 
Pollock on 6125 3593. 
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NEWS 4 

Academic praises RAAF inquiry 
An ANU academic was a member of a 
board of inquiry that found the Royal 
AustraUan Air Force (RAAF) ignored 
— for more than 20 years — debiUtat-
ing symptoms in its aircraft 
maintenance workers, caused by work-
ing in F111 fuel tanks. 

Dr Andrew Hopkins, from the Re-
search School of Social Sciences, said 
the board recendy handed down its 
report. It found that, from the time 
F i l l aircraft were acquired from the 
United States in the 1970s, mainte-
nance workers at the Amberley air 
base employed to seal fuel tanks were 
exposed to toxic chemicals. 

"These workers worked inside the 
aircraft where every vacant space was 
turned into a fuel tank and sealed with 
various chemicals," he said. 

"It turned out that the sealant used 
deteriorated quite rapidly, so people 
had to continuously get inside the ftiel 
tanks and reseal them. This process 
went on until as late as last year." 

Dr Hopkins said some of the side 
effects the maintenance workers expe-
rienced after working with these 
chemicals were memory loss, dermati-
tis, gastric problems, skin cancer and 
mood swings. 

"The workers who went to the Air 
Force doctors with these symptoms 
tended to be given palHative medica-
tions that did not address the origins of 
their symptoms. The problem was fi-
nally recognised in early 2000. 

The $7 million inquiry lasted about 
eight weeks and Dr Hopkins said hun-
dreds of people, including the workers, 
doctors and maintenance supervisors 
were interviewed. It concluded that 
more than 400 workers had been ad-
versely affected. 

He said that although protective 
clothing and masks had often been 
supplied, some of it did not work prop-
erly and was sometimes removed by 
the workers in order to get access to the 
hard to reach areas they were working 
on. 

"There is a fundamental problem in 
using any sort of personal protective 
equipment," Dr Hopkins said. "It 
should only ever be the last line of 
defence. Gear like respirators or gog-
gles tend to become a hindrance to 
people working in confined spaces, so 
they take them off. 

"The report we wrote following the 
inquiry outhnes how other procedures 
ought to be used with this sort of work. 

The Air Force should be using other 
non-hazardous substances or finding 
alternative non-toxic chemicals for 
people to work with." 

Dr Hopkins said that the Air Force 
had prioritised weapon's platforms and 
pilots, and this led them to neglect the 
people who have worked "behind the 
scenes". 

The RAAF has acknowledged this 
had been a problem and accepted the 
Board of Inquiry' s recommendation to 
include occupational health and safety 
in the mechanical design approval proc-
ess in the future, Dr Hopkins said. 

"In the past when they decided to 
do something like seal fuel tanks, the 
focus had been on the end to be achieved 
and insufficient thought had been given 
to the consequences on the people do-
ing the work. Hopefully that will change 
from here on in," he said. 

Dr Hopkins said radically different 

Seal suit: Work on the F111 fuel tanks 
was hazardous. 

solutions to the problem of fuel tank 
leakage needed to be found. For exam-
ple, it might be possible to eliminate 
the need for workers to work with toxic 
chemicals if rubber bladders were in-
serted into the existing fuel tanks. He 
said these would contain the fuel with-
out the risk of leakages. However he 
said the RAAF might be reluctant to 
use them because they would reduce 

the amount of fuel space in the aircraft. 
"Since the investigation the Air 

Force has committed itself to provid-
ing medical assistance to the hundreds 
of affected maintenance workers. Vic-
tims are now applying for 
compensation," he said. 

Dr Hopkins said he was asked to sit 
on the board because of his expertise in 
occupational health and safety. He said 
the three-man panel also included a 
NS Wjudge, Commodore K. V. Taylor, 
and an RAAF engineer. Group Cap-
tain John Clarkson. 

"The Air Force really should be 
commended on bringing an outsider 
such as myself into the inquiry because 
it exposes them to outside scrutiny. 
This indicates to me that they are very 
serious about rectifying this problem 
and preventing this sort of thing from 
occurring again," he said. 

LEIGH BAKER 

Visiting fellowships produce 
results for Canberra author 

Over the past two years Australian 
writer, Margaret Barbalet (right), has 
held two fellowships at The Austral-
ian National University, allowing her 
to complete her fourth novel and 
begin her fifth. 

Ms Barbalet, who has worked full-
time for the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade for more than 11 
years, said finding the time to write her 
novels had always been the most diffi-
cult aspect of being an author. 

"In 1999 I held an H.C. Coombs 
Creative Arts Fellowship and I basi-
cally got the whole first draft of The 
Presence of Angels done during that 
fime. This year I have been a Writing 
Fellow at the English Department at 
the ANU, as well as at the University 
of New South Wales at ADFA, and 
the University of Canberra, and have 
been able to work on another novel. 
Paradise Hotel,'' she said. 

Ms Barbalet said Paradise Hotel 
had some small connections to The 
Presence of Angels but that the nov-
els were set in different countries — 
Paradise Hotel is set in northern Thai-
land and London and The Presence 
of Angels is set in Malaysia. 

Ms Barbalet said that when writ-

ing The Presence of Angels, she drew 
on some of her own experiences from 
living in Malaysia when she worked 
for the Australian High Commission 
in Kuala Lumpur five years ago. 

"I fell in love with Kuala Lumpur 
when I was there, and I really wanted to 
just harness the energy and vitality of 
the city in a novel, and I think I was able 
to do that with The Presence of An-
gelsr 

The first novel traces the experi-
ences of two couples living in Kuala 
Lumpur in the mid 1990s. She said 

that although the two couples never 
actually meet, their lives touch at one 
point. 

"It is really about the workings of 
a big city full of energy, noise and 
construction and how people func-
tion within that." 

Ms Barbalet said she was deeply 
thankful to the ANU for giving her 
two opportunities to write full time. 
She said it would not have been pos-
sible to write with such speed without 
the Fellowships. 

"Writing has always been what I 
wanted to do and the ANU has let me 
do that. I think it is really important 
that Australian universities help per-
petuate creativity in this way. When 
everything seems to be subject to 
economic rationalism these days, it 
is wonderful to know that programs 
like this still exist," she said. 

Ms Barbalet is currently a Harold 
White Fellow at the National Library 
of Australia, where she plans to com-
plete Paradise Hotel. 

Her other novels include Blood 
in the Rain; Steel Beach; Lady, Baby, 
Gypsy Queen as well as the award-
winning children's book The Wolf 

LEIGH BAKER 

AND scoops NHMRC grants for ACT area 
The Australian National University 
received all eight of the National Heal A 
and Medical Research Council's re-
cently announced ACT Project Grants 
— worth $3,195,000. 

The grants recognise the ANU's 
quality and range of research at the 
John Curtin School of Medical Re-
search and in the Faculty of Science. 

Professor PhiHp Board from the 
JCSMR's Division of Molecular Medi-
cine will receive $480,000 for studies 
into the role of enzymes called Zeta-
and Omega-class glutathione 
transferases. 

These enzymes help the body to 
detoxify a range of chemicals, includ-
ing carcinogens. 

Dr F rances Shannon in the 
JCSMR's Division of Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology was awarded 
$450,000 for her work on how the 
body deals with infection and in-

flammation. Her research group stud-
ies how the immune system detects 
assaults on the body, in particular pro-
teins called cytokines that are rapidly 
switched on when infection occurs. 

Dr David Tremethick, also of 
JCSMR's Biochemistry and Molecu-
lar Biology Division, was granted 
$435,000 for research into the func-
tion of a type of protein, a "histone", 
that is essential during early devel-
opment. 

Histones organise and pack DNA 
into tight chromosome bundles in the 
nucleus of cells. 

Dr Catherine Morgans f rom 
JCSMR's Neuroscience Division will 
receive $420,000 for work on the basic 
processes of vision. 

She is investigating the role of spe-
cific proteins that allow communication 
between nerves in the eye. 

Prof. Peter Gage of JCSMR's Bio-

chemistry and Molecular Biology Di-
vision has been awarded $405,000 
for work on factors that affect GAB A 
(A) (gamma-aminobutyric acid), a 
protein that inhibits nerve impulses 
in the brain. 

GAB A (A) is important because is 
has a role in the action of clinical drugs 
such as tranquillisers and some general 
anaesthetics. 

Dr Rowland Taylor, also from the 
Neuroscience Division, has been 
awarded $375,000 for research on how 
the eye is able to determine the direc-
tion in which an object is moving. 

The retina is beUeved to be respon-
sible for this but Dr Taylor's research 
team will investigate how neurons 
within the brain then direct the eye. 

Dr Anna Hammars t rom in 
JCSMR's Division of Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology is to receive 
$337,500 for her research on minimis-

PEOPLE 

ing the damage caused by stroke and 
heart attack. She is studying the se-
quence of events leading to oxygen 
starvation and brain damage or death. 

Prof. Kiaran Kirk also from the 
Faculty of Science's Division of Bio-
chemistry and Molecular Biology will 
receive $210,000 for research into the 
process by which the malaria parasite 
consumes and digests the contents of 
the red blood cells of its victim, focus-
ing in particular on speciahsed acidic 
compartmentswithin the parasite. 

These grants are in addition to over 
$7 million awarded to the ANU for a 
New Program Grant on mental health 
research (see Page 1) and $525,000 for 
a Fellowship Grant for Dr Gunasegaran 
Karupiah, a JCSMR researcher who is 
researching virus-host interactions with 
the aim of developing effective vaccines 
and selective treatments. 

JULIAN LEE 

The 2001 Economics Society Distin-
guished Fellow Award was presented 
to Professor Bob Gregory from the 
Research School of Social Sciences 
in September. This citation for the 
most prestigious Australian econom-
ics award highlighted Prof. Gregory's 
contributions in trade theory, applied 
labour economics and the origins of 
poverty. 

Dr Mike Palin of the Research 
School of Earth Sciences presented 
his findings on using a method 
called "excimer laser ablation ICP-
MS" to determine the origin of 
mineral grains at the 113th annual 
meeting of the Geological Society 
of America in Boston this month. 

Professor Allan Snyder will receive 
the 2001 Marconi International Fel-
lowship with Dr Herwig Kogelnik 
(Bell Laboratories) for his pioneer-
ing work in information technology 
in New York on 4 December. In 
London the following week. Prof. 
Snyder will deliver the Royal Soci-
ety of London ' s 2001 Clifford 
Pater son Prize lecture. 

Dr Phil Evans will leave for Canada 
later this year where he will head 
Canada's National Centre for Ad-
vanced Wood Processing at the 
University of British Columbia. Dr 
Evans joined ANU as a lecturer in 
wood science in 1986, and is now a 
Reader in Forestry and Director of 
the ANU Centre for Science and 
Engineering of Materials. 

Dr David Rosalky, who this month 
retired from his position as Secretary 
of the Commonwealth Department 
of Family and Community Services, 
is to join the Graduate Program in 
Public Policy (GPPP) at the ANU. 
Dr Rosalky holds BEc and PhD de-
grees from the ANU and an honours 
science degree from Sydney Univer-
sity. Dr Rosalky will work as a 
Visiting Fellow and will pursue 
research interests in political sociol-
ogy. 

EVENTS 

The National Library of Australia 
will hold an international exhibition, 
Treasures from the World's Great 
Libraries, from 7 December 2001 to 
24 February 2002 to celebrate its 
100th birthday. The exhibition will 
showcase 150 items from more than 
35 major libraries over the world and 
will offer visitors a rare trip through 
the centuries of recorded history. 
Some of the items will include 
Charles Dickens ' manuscript of 
Nicholas Nickleby, his walking stick 
and folding cutlery kit and Jane 
Austen's manuscript of Persuasion. 
The exhibition will run from 9am-
5pm daily, except for Christmas Day. 
Admission is free. 

On 1 December the Canberra 
School of Music will host a concert, 
"A Federation Festive Season" to 
celebrate Canberra's history with 
a focus on Federation and Christ-
mas. Carols, songs and patriotic 
compositions will be combined with 
entertaining readings. The concert 
will run from 8pm at Llewellyn 
Hall. For information contact ANU 
Ticketing: 6125 5491 or email 
Anthea.Hyslop @ anu.edu.au 
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The List 
SEMINARS 
16 November 

3pn 
The Idea of Reform in English Public Life to 1830 
HunnanitiesResearchCentie,Work'Î ^ 
Msjoannalnnes, SomervilleCollege, Oxford, 
HRC Visiting Fellow. Old Canberra House, 
LennoxCrossing. 
Enquiriestojudy Buchananon6125 2035 or 
<admirustiation.hrc@anu.edu.au>. 
Website:<http://www.anu.edu.au/HRC>. 

23 November 

1.30pm 
Images of the Pacific Rim: Aesthetic Connections 
between Australia and the American West, 1850-
1930 
HunianiaesResearchCentie,Woik-In'Pix)gress; 
DrEricaEsau,HRCVisitingFellow.01dCan-' 
berraHouse,LennoxCrossing. 
EnquiriestoJudyBuchananon61252035or 
<administration.hrc@anu.edu.au>. 
Website:<http://www.anu.edu.au/HR>. 

3.00pm 
Explaining the Preternatural in Late Renaissance 
Natural Philosophy: the Case of the Golden Tooth 
(Silesia, 1593-9) 
Prof.IanMaclean,AllSoulsCollege,Oxford, 
UK,HRCVisitdngFeUow;HuiTianitiesResearch 
Centre.01dCanberraHouse,LennoxCrossing. 
Enquiriestojudy Buchananon6125 2035or 
<administration.hrc@anu.edu.au>. 
Website:<http://www.anu.edu.au/HRC>. 

28 November 

1 lam 
Cluster-based Approaches to solvation and surface 
chemistry 
ProfessorMarkS.Gordon(AmesLaboratories). 
Room 134,ResearchSchoolofChemistry. 
Enquiries toCoordinator: Dr A. P. Scotton6125 
3573or<anthony.scott@anu.edu.au>. 

29 November 

23.30pm 
Randomized Controlled Trials of Mental Legislation 
byAssociateProfessorJohnDawson,Facultyof 
Law,UniversityofOtago,NZ.SeminarRoomD, 
CoombsBuilding. 
Enquiries toChrisTreadwellon61252331 or 
<chris.treadwell@coombs.anu.edu.au> 
Website:<http://lawisss.anaedu.au/>. 

30 November 

l l a m 
Is the hydrogen bond unique? A case for the halogen 
bond from rotational spectroscopy 
ProfessorAndionyLegon(ProfessorofPhysical 
Chemistry,UniversityofExeter,England).Room 
134,ResearchSchoolofChemistry. 
Enquiries toCoordinator: Dr APScotton6125 
3573or<anthony.scott@anu.edu.au>. 

3 December 

1 1 . 1 5 a m 
Report on the 10th Workshop on RF Superconductivity 
DrNikolaiR.Lobanov,DepartmentofNuclear 
Physics. The Nuclear Physics Seminar Room. 
Enquiries to Marj orie Oneill on61252083 or 
<nuclear@rsphysse.anu.edu.au>. 

6 December 

Convergence, Divergence and the Middle Way in 
Harmonising or Unifying Private Law 
LukeNottage,LawFaculty,UniversityofSydney 
SeminarRoomD,CoombsBuilding,FellowsRo9d 
Enquiries toChrisTreadwellon61252331 or 
<chris.treadwell@coombs.anu.edu.au>. 
Website: < http://lawrsss.anu.edu.au/seminars. 
html>. 

CONFERENCES 
1-3 December 

Constitutions and Human Rights in a Global Age: 
An Asia Pacific Perspective. 
Tliree-daysymposium.DaylopenlectureSjdays 
2-3workshops.Dayl,CoombsLectureTheatre, 
Days2-3,HumanitiesReseaichCentce,01dCan--
berraHouse. 
EnquiriestoMaxineMcArthur,BarbaraGatzen 
on (02) 6125 3162 or <maxine@coombs. 
anu.edu.au>,<Barbara.Gatzen@anu.edu.au>. 
Website: <http://rspas.anu.edu.au/pah/ 
conferConst.htm>. 

2-5 December 

NAGCAS Connect 2001 — National Association 
of Graduate Careers Advisory Services Conference 
UniversityHouse. 
EnquiriestoColleenCunrunghamon61253593 
or<col.cunningham@anu.edu.au>, 
<nagcas@ausconvservices.com.au>. 
Weh6ite.<hap://www3rvu^ 
conference-2001/>. 

3 - 8 December 

25 th International Workshop on Condensed Matter 
Theories 
Belconnen Premier Inn, Benjamin Way, 
Beloonnen 
Enquiries toDrMukundaE)ason61253066or 
<mukundadas@anu.edu.au>. 
Website:<http://www.rsphysse.anu.edu.au/ 
theophy^CTP/WORKSHOPS/CMT25_2001/>. 

5-7 December 

The Art of Seeing and the Seeing of Art 
OrganisedbytheANU'sCentreforVisualSci' 
ence in association withNational Gallery of 
Australia.FirsttwodaysattheRobertsonThea' 
tre,ResearchSchoolofBiologicalSciences,and 
thefinaldayattheNationalGalleryofAustralia. 
Website: <http://cvs.anu.edu.au/artsci/>. 

10-13 December 

8.30am-5.30pm 

MODSJM 2001 
InternationalCongressonModeUingandSimu--
lation.ManningClarkCentre. 
EnquiriestoE)rFredGhassemion(02)61250653 
or<fredg@cres.anu.edu.au>. 
Website: <http://cres.anu.edu.au/~tony/ 
modsim2001.htm>. 

2002 
11-12 April 

Genetic Financial Services — Threat or Opportu-
nity? 
Theconferrencewillexamineontheimpactof 
genetictechnologyadvancesonthebehaviourof 
institutionsinvolvedinthefinancialservices. 
Enquiries to Terry O'neill on 61254560 or 
<conference.ecocomm@anu.edu.au>. 
Wd3sitte.<http;//ec(xmimanaedu.aM/^^ 
cfar>. 

SPECIALEVENTS 

8 November-16 December 

New Traditions Contemporary Art of Vanuatu 
ANUDrillHallGallery,KingsleyS.t. 
Enquiriesto<Tony.C)ates@anu.edu.au> 
Website:<http:/Avww.anu.edu.au^d/dril]hall. 
html>. 

Robin White — Time to Go 
(Workfroml982to2000) 
ANUDrillHallGallery,KingsleySt. 
Enquiriesto<Tony.C)ates@anu.edu.au>. 
Website:<http://www.anu.edu.au/pad/drillhall. 
hfm]>. 

18-23 November 

Academic Women's Writing Retreat 
Anopportunityforasmallgroupofacademic 
womentofocusontheprocessofWiting.Facili' 
tatedbyBarbaraGrant,UniversityofAuckland. 
LeamingStudio,CEDAM. 
Enquiries to CEDAM on 61250055 or 
<CEDAMcoord@anu.edu.au>. 
Website: <http://www.anu.edu.au/CEDAM/ 
writingretreat.html>. 

20 November 

3-630pm 
Terrorism, International Law and the US Response 
CoombsLectureTheatre. 
Enquiries to Cathy Button on6125 0454or 
<cipl.law@anu.edu.au>. 
Website: <http://law.anu.edu.au/cipl/ 
terrorismflyer20nov01 .pdf>. 

3-14 December 

EXHIBITIONS,CONGER TS 
10th Annual Logic Summer School 
TheSchoolwillconsistofshortcoursesonas-
pectsofpureandappliedlogictau t̂byexperts 
fiDmAustraliaaridoverseas.TheResearchSchool 
oflnfomiationSciencesandEngineering,Build-
ing 115, ANU. 
EnquiriestoMsDianeKossatzon61258630or 
<lss'admin@arp.anu.edu.au>. 
Website:<http://arp.anu.edu.au/lss>. 

21 January-1 February 2002 

DynamicSummer: Topics in Nonlinear Dynamics, 
Collective Phenomena, and Complexity. 
DynamicalModelFormulation, Analysis, and 
Symmetry. HuxleyLectureTheatre,Research 
SchoolofPhysicalSciencesandEngineering. 
Enquiries to Convener: Dr Rowena Ball on 
61252437or<Rowena.Ball@anu.edu.au>. 
Websi te : <http://www.anu.edu.au/ 
dynamicsummer/>. 
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REVIEW 

Challenging views of environmental history 
Our colonial forbears were in-

vaders blind to the nature of 
their new land, antagonistic 

to its plants and animals, unable to 
represent the landscape in their art other 
than by imitation of Europe, and deter-
mined to extract wealth without regard 
for environmental cost. 

We, by contrast, are enlightened 
by environmental awareness, armed 
with the tools of modem science to 
put matters right, and uplifted by the 
beauty of our home. Environmental 
concerns are a recent development 
with few, if any, precedents that 
promise to direct us to sustainable 
land uses and protection of our envi-
ronment. This mythological view of 
our past and present is in many ways 
comforting, for it allows us the con-
ceit to view the past as full of mistakes 
and the future as full of promise. It is 
a view held by many scientists and 
others, reflected in recent accounts 
of our environmental history. 

Tim Bonyhady challenges this 
comforting view in a wonderful book 
that is at once disturbing and deeply 
enl ightening. As environmental 
analysis and history—carried out by 
scholars who properly embed people 
and human culture in the natural 
world — gains followers of the skill 
and ability of Bonyhady, we are find-
ing a much richer view of our past. 
The contrast between those who ar-
gue that the past was a time of 
exploitation and despoliation, and 
the more complex view of parallel 
and competing protection and ex-
ploitation, is most succinctly seen in 
a few sentences of Bonyhady's in-
troduction: 

"The work of Bill Lines and Tim 
Flannery overshadowed the more 
subtle, reliable environmental histo-
ries written by Joe Powell, Geoffrey 
Bolton and others. In Taming the 
Great South Land, Lines maintained 
that 'Australia's pioneers felt no emo-

CX̂  lON I AL 

I 
The 

Colonial 
Earth 

Tim Bonyhady 

The Miegunyah Press, 
Melbourne, 2000. 

433pp., illus., $59.95. 

tional ties to the land' but saw it 
simply as 'potential wealth' to be 
exploited ... Flannery went further 
in The Future Eaters. Blind even to 
the existence of the critics identified 
by Lines, he claimed nineteenth-cen-
tury settlers showed 'no concern at 
all about wastage of timber' so con-
fident were they that Australia's 
forests were superabundant."(p. 3). 

Bonyhady demonstrates other-
wise, in a beautifully written and 
illustrated account of the period up to 
about 1900. Drawing upon his two 
fields of particular expertise, art his-
tory and the law and using the tools 
of the historian with a deep under-
standing of culture and society, he 
lays bare the superficial and down-
right wrong views of the likes of 
Lines and Flannery. He does not re-
fer to their works again after the 
introduction. 

In 12 essays, each a chapter, 
Bonyhady demonstrates parallel 
views among the colonists of aliena-
t ion , de l igh t , exp lo i t a t ion , 
conservation and largely unsuccess-
fu l policy, law, regulat ion and 
practice of natural resource and en-
v i ronmen ta l p ro tec t ion and 
husbanding. 

This book shows us that our past 
is just like our present, with tensions 
and countervailing forces between 
the widely divergent opinions and 
urges of our country's people. It is 
not an unexpected outcome, for hu-
manity has always contained these 

tensions: this is why we invented 
politics. 

Not only does Bonyhady show that 
European environmental awareness 
came with the First Fleet, and that the 
first legal attempt at environmental 
protection was in 1788, he demon-
strates that to bring about change is a 
matter for human society, politics and 
attitudes. The simple view, adopted by 
so many scientists who in good faith 
wish to make matters better, that good 
science should lead direcdy and inexo-
rably to good policy and therefore sound 
environmental and natural resource 
management, is shown to be one-di-
mensional in Bonyhady's account. He 
does not achieve this conclusion by 
proselytising but by telling the histori-
cal stories of the 19th and late 18th 
centuries. He allows readers to draw 
their own conclusions, through power-
ful and perspicacious examples. 

There is so much in this book that 
I can only give a taste of the 12 
essays. Every page is full of detail, of 
fascinating stories of people and 
places, and it is full of humanity. 
This is not a dry history of dates and 
events. It is rich in the everyday 
frailties of people struggling with 
complexity, survival, uncertainty, 
and their cultural and environmental 
inheritance. There is little here to 
assign blame and every reason to 
believe that we will continue to strug-
gle like our forbears, and will get 
much of it wrong. A sobering but 
realistic message. 

The 12 essays treat birds, forests, 
the aesthetic of the bush through the 
eyes of artists, floods, survival, irri-
gation, coal and much more. 

If you harbour any doubts about 
the utility of environmental history 
to inform our current concerns, read 
this book. If you want a sophisti-
ca ted and sub t l e v iew of the 
interplay of human and natural 
forces that created our natural re-

WHO WROTE IT? 
brought to you by U N I V E R S I T Y H o U S E 

The future lay with Major Kitchener and his Maxim-Nordenfeldt 
guns. Thirteen years later the Mahdi' s empire was abolished for ever 
in the gigantic hecatomb of Omdurman; after which it was thought 
proper that a religious ceremony in honour of General Gordon 
should be held at the Palace at Khartoum. The service was conducted 
by four chaplains — of the Catholic, Anglican, Presbyterian, and 
Methodist persuasions — and concluded with a performance of 
"Abide with me" — the General's favourite hymn — by a select 
company of Sudanese buglers. Every one agreed that General 
Gordon had been avenged at last. Who could doubt it? General 
Gordon himself, possibly, fluttering, in some remote Nirvana, the 
pages of a phantasmal Bible, might have ventured on a satirical 
remark. But General Gordon had always been a contradictious 
person — even a little off his head, perhaps, though a hero; and 
besides, he was no longer there to contradict... At any rate, it had 
all ended very happily — in a glorious slaughter of twenty thousand 
Arabs, a vast addition to the British Empire, and a step in the Peerage 
for Sir Evelyn Baring. 
The first entry to identify the above piece and its author, drawn 
after the close of entries on Wednesday 5 December, will receive 
a $30 voucher from University House. Entries should be emailed 
or sent to the Editor (see page 2 for contact details). 
Murray Batchelor won the Who Wrote It? of 5 October correctly 
identifying the piece from Peter Hoeg's Smilla's Sense of Snow. 
The Who Wrote It? of 16 October was won by Trevor Dowling who, 
among several others, identified die extract as the first line of The 
Outsider (L'etranger) by Albert Camus. 

B O F F I N S 

Club Lunch $21.90 
includes 

Soup 
Main Course (a daily special) 

Glass ofWine 
Tea or Coffee 

T H E CELLAR 

Reasonably priced lunch and dinner, 
5 days a week. 
Happy Hour 

every Thursday from 4 to 6pnn 

U N I V E R S I T Y H O U S E 
Balmain Crescent and Liversidge Street 
Tel:6249 52l l (ANU ext. 55211) Fax: 6249 5252 
Email: accommodation.unihouse@anu.edu.au 
Web: www.anu.edu.au/unihouse 

source and environmental manage-
ment, read this book. If you would 
prefer to be comforted by the myths 
created by so many prominent re-
cen t a u t h o r s abou t our 
environmental history, do not touch 
this book. But I suggest that if we 
have any hope of creating a bio-

logically healthy and economically 
robust rural land use in Australia, 
Bonyhady must be read widely. 

R. J. Wasson, 
Centre for Resource and 

Environmental Studies 
Review courtesy Historical Records 
of Australian Science 13(4), 2001. 

Vanuatu at the Drill Hall 

Aloi Pilioko, Blackbirding, 1998, coloured inks on cotton 165x63.7x7cm 

Early this month The Australian 
National University' s Drill Hall Gal-
lery o f f i c i a l l y opened New 
Traditions: Contemporary Art of 
Vanuatu. 

New Traditions explores the vi-
brant and diverse traditional and 
contemporary art of Vanuatu to pro-
vide a rare insight into the nation's 
contemporary culture. 

Curated by Ralph Regenvanu, 
Director of the Vanuatu Cultural 
Centre, and Simon Mark, Corporate 
Adviser to the Vanuatu Cultural Cen-
tre, New Traditions celebrates the 
integration of traditional art into con-
temporary life. 

To illustrate the relationship be-
tween contemporary life, tradition 
and art, the curators present a selec-
tion of recently created traditional 
objects alongside artworks more 
heavily influenced by the West. 

The result is a stimulating and 
provocative mix in which ceremo-
nial headdresses, traditional fine 
textiles and ceramics meet with 
"western" style painting to express a 
culture that continues to embrace its 

traditional roots while exploring out-
side influences. 

The curators have chosen recently 
created traditional artworks to em-
phasise the importance of Vanuatu's 
traditional culture while also com-
missioning 10 contemporary Vanuatu 
artists to each produce a modem art-
work relating to one of the ten periods 
in Vanuatu's history. 

The content and issues raised in 
New Traditions makes this exhibi-
tion very important to the discussion 
of traditional and contemporary cul-
ture in the Pac i f i c and the 
relationships that have formed be-
tween the Pacific nations, Australia 
and New Zealand. 

New Traditions is the first touring 
exhibition of contemporary Vanuatu 
art, organised by the Vanuatu Cul-
tural Centre with support from the 
Pacific Development and Conserva-
t ion Trus t and the Aus t ra l i an 
Government under the Australia-
South Pacific 2001 Program. It will 
run until Sunday 16 December 

Tony Oates 
Exhibitions Officer 

White's Time to Go 
Time to go examines the work pro-
duced by prominent New Zealand 
artist Robin White during the 18 years 
(1982-2000) that she lived and 
worked in the Republic of Kiribati in 
the Central Pacific. 

Curated by Helen Maxwell, Time 
to go. Works from 1982-2000 is the 
first survey exhibition that spans this 
defining period in Robin White's 
career and acknowledges the great 
contribution that she has made to the 
dialogue between the Pacific nations 
and Australia and New Zealand. 

During her time in Kiribati, Robin 
White continued her artistic investi-
gation into the influence of exterior 
forces on particular cultures, in this 
case the people of the Pacific. 

Robin White's work explores 
cultural and social change in the Pa-
cific region and the effects of those 
changes on the local people. In the 
1980s, White addressed these issues 
mainly in the media of print — 
linocuts, woodcuts, screen prints and 
etchings. 

However, in recent years, her work 

Paradise Twist, New Angel III (placemat). 

has taken on a largely collaborative 
nature, with cooperative projects that 
involve Pacific region artists and in-
corporate the more traditional artistic 
techniques of the region such as tapas 
and pandanus. 

Robin White has exhibited widely 
throughout Australia, New Zealand 
and the Pacific, including represen-
tation at the Sydney Biennale and the 
Asia Pacific Triennial at the Queens-
land Art Gallery. 

The exhibition will continue until 
Sunday 16 December. 

Tony Oates 
Exhibitions Officer 
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CONFERENCES 

Conference examines job creation options 
Brookings Institution Fellow, Dr Gary 
Buitless, was the keynote speaker at a 
recent ANU conference on the issue of 
"Creating jobs: the role of govern-
ment". 

Dr Burtless documented the suc-
cess in recent times of US "workfare" 
policies in "spurring high employment, 
rapid job creation and the expansion of 
a large and flourishing low-wage sec-
tor". 

He also suggested that Australian 
minimum wage policies, by contrast, 
may have led to unemployment here, 
just as in Europe comprehensive cash 
transfer welfare assistance sustained 
higher unemployment there. However 
public attitudes may make supply-side 
reform along American lines difficult, 
so that the key to creating jobs for 
Australia may lie more with ongoing 
product market reform and macroeco-
nomic policy. 

The Jobs Conference was convened 
by the Centre of Economic Policy Re-
search and the Graduate Program in 
Public Policy at ANU, along with the 
Melbourne Institute of Applied Eco-
nomic and Social Research. Held in 
the Innovations Building at ANU on 
6-7 September, it was opened by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, Dr Ken 
Henry and included a panel session 
comprising the Business Council of 
Australia, the Australian Council of 
Social Services and the AustraUan 
Council of Trade Unions. 

The conference was motivated by 

several concerns. The Australian un-
employment rate has not been less than 
6 per cent for nearly a quarter of a 
century, and over 180,000 people have 
been unemployed for longer than a 
year for many years. The question is: 
what, if anything, can governments do 
to solve these problems? 

Dr Henry told the Conference that 
attempts to create jobs that do not also 
increase output have little or no effect 
on unemployment. It follows that an 
understanding of economic forces that 
influence economic growth is critical 
to the unemployment debate. This is-
sue was taken up in a paper by Dr 
Mardi Dungey (Economics, RSPAS) 
that illustrated the significance of in-
ternational conditions and domestic 
monetary policy on Australian eco-
nomic growth. Her analysis implies 
that the challenge of unemployment is 
not only a matter under the direct juris-
diction of Australian governments. 

Mr Alan Oster, National Australia 
Group, explained how economists 
made predictions concerning the la-
bour market. He offered some forecasts 
of Australian unemployment over the 
next 18 months, saying that "only a 
mug" would offer assessments of the 
labour market beyond this period. Both 
he and Mr Chris Murphy, Econtech, 
his discussant, agreed that it is unlikely 
that there would be major changes in 
Australian unemployment in the next 
short period. 

Professor Peter Dawkins, the Di-

Left to right: Prof. Glenn Withers, GPPP, ANU; Dr Gary Burtless, Brookings 
Institution; Dr Ken Henry, Secretary of Treasury; Prof. Patricia Apps, 
University of Sydney and ANU; Prof. Peter Dawkins, r\/lelbourne Institute and 
Prof. Bruce Chapman, CEPR, ANU.. 

rector of the Melbourne Institute, de-
scribed the "five economists plan" to 
reduce unemployment. They argue for 
the provision of tax credits for low 
income employees in place of increases 
in award wages, suggesting that could 
make an important impact on job crea-
tion. In lively discussion the size of this 
impact was questioned, and there was 
some disagreement with respect to the 
methodological basis of the analysis. 
But given the apparent success of 
earned income tax credits in the US, 
there is no doubt that the issue will 
remain firmly on the policy agenda. 

Mr Michael Dockery, Curtin Uni-
versity, and Dr Elizabeth Webster, 
Melbourne Institute, presented a paper 
analysing the rising incidence of very 
long-term unemployment over the last 

two decades. They also provided a 
critical overview of labour market pro-
grams designed for members of the 
group. They advocate more targeted 
assistance for different types of work-
deprived groups and enduring job 
creation programs, combined with an 
enhanced evaluation effort to guide 
future policy. In a paper by Professor 

Bill Mitchell, University of Newcas-
tle, and Mr Warren Mosler, AVM 
Funds Management, it is argued 
strongly that governments have the 
capacity to reduce unemployment to 
low levels through the provision of a 
job guarantee. Such a guarantee would 
involve the unemployed being offered 
community and other socially produc-
tive work, at fairly low wages. The 
paper generated spirited debate but not 
consensus, particularly with respect to 
the financing mechanism. 

Seventy-five people attended the 
conference and, as is always the case 
with economists, there was less than 
complete agreement. The exception to 
this was that the topic remains of criti-
cal policy significance. The papers are 
to be published in a special edition of 
thQ Australian Journal of Labour Eco-
nomics, and are available now in the 
Centre for Economic Policy Research's 
Discussion Paper Series at <http:// 
econrsss.anu.edu.au>. 

Bruce Chapman 
Director. CEPR 

Tiny details may affect 
nanomachine operation 

Mathematicians sum up another year 
The 45th Annual Meeting of the Aus-
tralian Mathematical Society was held 
at The Australian National University 
from September 22-26. There were 
234 participants, including 55 students 
and several mathematicians from other 
countries. The Annual Meeting is in-
tended to bring together 
mathematicians from various areas, so 
that they can learn about new develop-
ments across the whole of mathematics 
and its applications, and discuss math-
ematical problems with a diverse range 
of people. 

The Calypso Cafe, with whom we 
had an arrangement to provide free tea 
and coffee to participants, facilitated 
these discussions. There were nine ple-
nary speakers who addressed the 
meeting on a wide range of topics. In 
particular Professor Eckhard Platen 
(UTS) spoke on stochastic differential 
equations with applications in finance. 
Professor Terry Speed (Walter & Eliza 
Hall Institute & UC, Berkeley) spoke 

on biological sequence analysis. Pro-
fessor Hung-Hsi Wu (UC, Berkeley) 
spoke on inadequate mathematical in-
put into school mathematics education, 
and Professor Terry Tao (UCLA & 
ANU) discussed sums of Hermitian 
matrices. One speaker, James Sethian 
of the University of California at 
Berkeley, presented his lecture despite 
being only able to come from San 
Francisco to Canberra for one day be-
cause of the airline chaos. 

A round table mathematics educa-
tion session included a presentation by 
Professor Sue Rowley from the Aus-
tralian Research Council. A Political 
Forum was held so that a representa-
tive of each major political party could 
comment on Mathematical Sciences 
and Australia's Future. The Forum 
was well attended and an interesting 
dialogue ensued between the politi-
cians and the audience. 

As part of the meeting a Public 
Lecture was presented by Professor 

Roy Chisholm and Monty Chishohn, 
from the University of Kent, entitled 
Darwin, Virginia Wolf and Curved 
Space: The Story of William and Lucy 
Clifford. This fascinating lecture was 
well attended and proved to be stimu-
lating and insightful, not just to 
mathematicians. 

The three recipients of the 2001 
Australian Mathematical Society 
Medal, Dr Peter Bouwknegt (Ad-
elaide), Dr Alexander Molev (Sydney) 
and in absentia Professor Hugh 
Possingham (Queensland) were pre-
sented with their medals at the Opening 
Ceremony. 

At each Annual Meeting of the 
Australian Mathematical Society, stu-
dents compete for the best student talk 
presented at the meeting. 

This year two students, Mark 
Aarons from Monash and Nicholas 
Cavenagh from Queensland shared the 
B. H. Neumann prize for the best stu-
dent talk. 

There is a lot of talk on how 
nanotechnology will soon be allow-
ing us to build a wonderful array of 
nanomachines, from micron-sized 
motors to nanoscale train sets made 
from Teflon and cow's brains. 

But ground-breaking theoretical 
work led by Professor Denis Evans 
from the Research School of Chem-
istry shows that the very scale at 
which nanomachines operate will 
place limits on the work they're ca-
pable of performing. 

At a recent materials seminar run 
by the Centre for Science and Engi-
neering of Materials, Prof. Evans 
demonstrated that things work quite 
differently at very small scales of 
time and space. 

For example, as machines are 
made ever smaller, the probability 
that they will run in the reverse direc-
tion becomes ever greater until at a 
certain point, a machine is just as 
likely to run forwards as backwards. 

This revelation arises from the 
work of Prof Evans to resolve the 
paradox between the Second Law of 
Thermodynamics, which says that 
the disorder of the Universe can only 
increase in time, and the equations of 
classical and quantum mechanics, 
which are time reversible. 

The solution was arrived at sev-
eral years ago in the form of the 
Fluctuation Theorem. The Theorem 
states that the probability of the Sec-
ond Law of Thermodynamics being 
violated decreases exponentially as 
the size of the system and/or the 
duration of the violation increases. 

Therefore at human scales, the 
Second Law always applies and ma-
chines only ever run in one direction. 
However, when working at the 
nanoscale over extremely short peri-
ods of time, things can work in either 
direction. 

As a result, nano-engines can ei-
ther consume fuel to produce work, 
heat and waste or they can consume 
work, heat and waste to produce fuel. 
As the size of the engine gets smaller, 
the probabilities that the engine will 
run forwards or backwards become 
more nearly equal. 

The full consequences of this are 
only just starting to be understood, 
but one practical outcome is that the 
Theorem sets a fundamental limit to 
the work available from 
nanomachines. 

David Salt 
Communication Officer, Centre 
for Science and Engineering of 

Materials 

There's a lot packed into 
a Co-op Life Membership. 
Joining the Co-op gives you great benefits like membership for life, special 
discounts on purchases, great deals on software, and invitations 
to members only events... to squeeze in just a few. 

With over a million titles available and an outstanding search 
service, you'll find that the Co-op can satisfy all your textbook, 
general book and software requirements. 

(Co-op 
BOOKSHOP^ 

The Co-op Bookshop, BIdg 17 Union Court ANU Phone: (02) 6249 6244, Fax: (02) 6248 8949 
e-mail: anu@coop-bool<shop.com.au. www.coop-bookshop.com.au. Open 7 days 9am - 5pm 
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Focus ON... VIDEOCONFERENCING 

ANU's facility rates with country's best 
Academics at The Australian Na-
tional University have one of the 
best videoconferencing facilities in 
the country available to them. 

Paul Welch, head of Audio 
Visual Services, said it allowed the 
University to offer and receive a 
wider range of courses than other-
wise possible. 

"Some courses, such as Hindi, 
astrophysics and actuarial studies, 
that the University specialises in 
and are not available at other uni-
versities can be delivered to them 
via the Videoconferencing Unit," 
Mr Welch said. 

"Similarly, we can offer courses 
such as Sanskrit and modern Greek 
from other universities to ANU stu-
dents." 

He said people somet imes 
thought of videoconferencing in 
terms of a cheap camera sitting on 
top of a computer with poor picture 
and sound quality. 

However Mr Welch believes you 
get what you pay for. 

"The ANU's facility has been 
built specifically for teaching. The 
conference rooms have properly 
sound-proofed walls, microphones 
throughout the room and all the 
display equipment, such as over-
head projectors and whiteboards, 
can be transmitted to the remote 
venue," he said. 

"The facility ranks in the top 10 
in Australia because of the quality 
of equipment and technical sup-
port." 

Mr Welch said departments 
throughout the University made use 
of the facility but he believes de-
mand will increase dramatically 
with the introduction of the Global 
Development Learning Network 
(GDLN). 

The ANU is the portal for the 
GDLN, a worldwide network of 
videoconferencing and computing 
centres being established by the 
World Bank to enhance education 
and policymaking in lower-income 
countries. 

The facility is not expensive to 
use either. Mr Welch said the cost 
could be as low as $10 a session to 
university users. 

In periods where the facility is 
not being used for teaching, it is 
available to commercial users at 
higher rates. 

Mr Welch said law courts, hos-
pitals and other organisations that 
require h igh-qual i ty video-
conferencing facilities have used 
the Unit in the past. 

For more information visit the 
web site at <ht tp : / /www.anu. 
e d u . a u / b u s i n e s s / a v s e r v i c e s / 
anulink.php>. 

J U L I A N L E E 

Room with a view: The videoconferencing facilities at the ANU include sound-proofed walls and microphones 
throughout the room and display equipment can be transmitted to the remote venue. 

Technological advances drive 
clianges to course delivery 
The ANU is undergoing some sub-
stantial changes in the way it uses 
information technology in its edu-
cational programs. 

The University's position in 
this area was highlighted by the 
report of the Information Policy 
Working Party in late 1999. This 
report identified some major 
goals and challenges for the Uni-
versity in relation to education 
technology. 

However, the report also iden-
tified some strengths and areas 
where the ANU had been espe-
cially innovative. One of these 
areas was the use of 
videoconferencing. 

One of the most regular and 
heaviest users of video-
conferencing is the Faculty of 
Economics and Commerce, which 
first utilised the technology in its 
actuarial studies program. That 
program was established in 1989 
under a cooperative agreement 
with Macquarie University. 

Videoconferencing was intro-
duced in 1994 when the Faculty 
entered into partnership with the 
University of Melbourne to ex-
pand the program. 

The use of videoconferencing 
allowed local ANU students to 
participate in professional actu-
arial lectures and workshops 
sourced in Melbourne, over a 
high-speed two-way link. 

By 2000, the program had out-
grown the capacity of the 
partnership with Melbourne, and 
the Faculty appointed specialist 
staff to provide the professional 
actuarial courses locally. 

The first foray of the Faculty 
into distance education — as a 

http://www.anu.edu.au/reporter 

receiving site — was over. 
Now, a new initiative once again 

sees the Faculty poised to enter the 
distance education arena. In con-
junction with the Division of 
Scholarly Technology, Mr David 
Service, a senior lecturer in actu-
arial studies, is preparing two of 
his courses for web delivery via 
streaming video to other universi-
ties and individuals seeking to 
obtain stage two of the professional 
requirements of the Institute of 
Actuaries of Australia. 

The pilot program, scheduled 
for introduction in 2002, will 
package video streamed over the 
Web presenting material linked 
through a hypertext interface to 
lecture slides and other relevant 
resources, both Web- and tradi-
tional print-based. 

The course will be available 
"on-demand" rather than at set 
times to allow students at remote 
sites around the globe to partici-
pate in the courses. 

It is also envisaged that the 
material will be packaged as a 
DVD, designed as a companion to 
a textbook or as a standalone 
course. The goal of the pilot pro-
gram is that, in time, the entire 
sequence of professional actuarial 
units will be available on a dis-
tance education basis. 

The convener of the actuarial 
studies program, Dr Michael 
Martin, said the new initiative 
represented a tremendous oppor-
tunity to expand the program and 
reach of the University. 

"The actuarial studies pro-
gram has been at the forefront of 
teaching innovation. The students 
are bright and expect a high qual-

ity program," Dr Martin said. 
"They challenge us and we try 

and respond by doing something 
a bit different and innovative each 
year. This new project for 2002 
will take our offerings out to all 
parts of the globe." 

The University has also recently 
signed with the Global Develop-
ment Learning Network (GDLN) 
which is a project sponsored by the 
World Bank to provide the infra-
structure to allow institutions to 
offer educational courses in devel-
oping countries through video-
conferencing. The GDLN is being 
managed through the National 
Centre for Development Studies 
which is working with other areas 
such as the Faculty of Economics 
and Commerce to develop the fa-
cility. (see story Page 3) 

The Faculty of Economics and 
Commerce has also used 
videoconferencing in other areas 
such as a staff seminar series that 
involve the Universities of Auck-
land, Melbourne, New South 
Wales, Singapore and various 
sites in the USA. 

Videoconferencing is now part 
of our everyday operations. 

We use the facility for meet-
ings, seminars, interviews and in 
teaching. It is extremely flexible 
and cost-effective. There is some-
what of a learning curve at first, 
but the unit is well run and its 
staff are particularly helpful. 

I would encourage more aca-
demic areas on campus to 
consider the benefits and flex-
ibility of videoconferencing. 

Professor Tim Brailsford 
Dean, Faculty of Economics 

and Commerce 

Virtual classrooms 
boost language 
student numbers 
For the past two years the South-
east Asia Centre in the Faculty of 
Asian Studies has used 
videoconferencing to teach Hindi 
and Vietnamese to students at Syd-
ney University. 

Head of the Centre, Dr George 
Quinn, said the technology allows 
students attending universities that 
do not teach a subject of their choice 
to study by distance mode. He said 
the Centre plans to expand its 
videoconferencing audience to 
other universities. 

"The Faculty of Asian Studies 
teaches 12 Asian languages. This is 
the largest range of Asian languages 
anywhere in Australia and one of 
the largest of any university in the 
world," he said. 

"However, despite many of 
those languages being extremely 
important on a world scale, some 
have quite small enrolments. 

"Expanding our classrooms 
through videoconferencing is a way 
we can protect those small enrol-
ment languages." 

Dr Quinn said Hindi, which has 
well over 500 million speakers 
worldwide, experiences low enrol-
ment numbers at the ANU. 

"When we initially became in-
volved in videoconferencing, we 
were mainly aiming to expand the 
corpus of Hindi students. However 
now it looks as if this sort of teach-
ing will be able to do the same 
thing for other low enrolment lan-
guages as well." 

Dr Quinn said the development 
of videoconferencing in the Centre 
came from a grant from the Depart-
ment of Education, Training and 

Youth Affairs for the development 
of teaching smaller languages. He 
said the program at Sydney Uni-
versity is still in a development 
stage. 

"One thing we have learned 
about using videoconferencing in 
this capacity is that it does take an 
awful lot of preparation and refin-
ing. It's not just something you 
plug in and do," he said. 

He said the conferencing has 
been set up so that classes are si-
multaneously taught to students at 
the ANU and Sydney University. 
He said the classes are interactive 
and students from Sydney Univer-
sity can ask questions at any time. 

"Languages are not easy to teach 
by distance mode, especially if you 
want to teach speaking skills. It 
takes a long time to develop the 
teaching methods to get the stu-
dents to participate in an active 
way. We are hoping the methods 
we develop will become a template 
for other language tuition programs 
that may wish to teach languages 
via videoconferencing." 

Dr Quinn said the program cur-
rently runs on an exchange basis: 
the ANU's Dr Richard Barz teaches 
Hindi, and Sydney University pro-
vides ANU with classes in Sanskrit. 
Last year, in return for ANU Viet-
namese classes (conducted by Mr 
Ton-That Quynh-Du), Sydney Uni-
versity offered ANU students 
Greek. 

"This is a win-win situation for 
everyone. It broadens the learning 
opportuni ty for everyone in-
volved," he said. 

LEIGH BAKER 
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PROFILE 8 
Dame brings Athena's message down under 
A high-profile British female academic 

has urged Australian universities to 
provide top-level backing for programs 

aimed at boosting the numbers of women in the 
upper levels of academia and science. 

Dame Professor Julia Higgins, the incom-
ing Foreign Secretary of the Royal Society in 
London and 2001 David Craig Visiting Lec-
turer, said the UK experience showed efforts 
aimed at boosting the numbers of women aca-
demics and scientists failed unless they had 
chancellery-level backing. 

"What we have seen is that any measures 
need the highest level support from universi-
ties. My advice is: 'Don't start from the bottom 
up'," she said. 

Prof. Higgins is the chair of the steering 
committee of the Athena Project, a UK-wide 
government-funded activity to improve recruit-
ment, retention and advancement of women in 
academic posts in science, technology and 
medicine. 

"The Athena Project was established after 
the Higher Education Funding Council funded 
a project over four years for £250,000 aimed at 
supporting women academics in science engi-
neering and technology (SET) and improving 
their positions," Prof. Higgins said. 

"There are very few countries in the world 
where there are reasonable numbers of women 
in the higher levels in academia and in science. 

Dame Professor Julia Higgins, in Australia as the David Craig Visiting Lecturer, talks to 
Sean Daly about UK efforts to improve the number of women academics. 

Photo: Stuart Hay, ANU Photography 

ANU Vice-Chancellor, Professor Ian Chubb (left), Dame Professor Julia Higgins and 
Professor John White of the ANU's Research School of Chemistry. 

In the UK, if you take the case of most of the 
sciences, women at the undergraduate level are 
up to about 50 per cent (e.g. biology or chem-
istry) of the numbers but they decrease at the 
higher levels until at the professorial level they 
make up only about 10 per cent of the total." 

Prof. Higgins said the Athena Project's stud-
ies revealed it was a complicated issue. 

"It is not overt prejudice but there seem to 
be a lot of hidden assumptions about what is a 
suitable career for women, what will or won't 
work. Women aren't applying for some jobs at 
the level of lectureship upwards, even though 
there are a lot of them with PhDs." 

Prof. Higgins said a recent survey by the 
Royal Society of Chemistry of women doc-

toral students in chemistry showed that most 
thought a career in the field was not compatible 
with family life and many found the laboratory 
environments "too macho". 

Asked if she thought the Australian Vice-
Chancellors' Committee might look at funding 
for a program similar to the Athena Project, Prof. 
Higgins said she thought it was worth serious 
consideration 

"These issues are not specific to any one 
country and all countries need to look at ways to 
improve the numbers of women academics." 

Prof Higgins will also use the visit to view 
Australian research in her academic field of neu-
tron scattering. She is Professor of Polymer 
Science in the Department of Chemical Engi-
neering and Chemical Technology at Imperial 
College, London. Earlier this month she deliv-
ered the first of the 2001/2002 Solomon Lectures 
at the ANU on "Polymer Blends — Mixing, 
Demixing and Compatibilisation". 

Shortly after her arrival this month Prof 
Higgins was the guest of ANU Vice-Chancellor, 
Prof Ian Chubb, at a lunch for distinguished 
academic and professional women in the Can-
berra area as well as a number of junior female 
academics. As a first-time visitor to the country, 
she is also hoping her four-week stay will allow 
a little time for sightseeing. 

The Athena Project's website is at <http:// 
www.athena.ic.ac.uk/>. 

ANU Reporter 

B K B t l l R 
FOR SALE 

ACOUSTIC GUITAR Yamaha FG 4175 , $250; contact Pia Bedford 
on 6253 8270. 
ANTIQUE CEDAR sideboard., $950.00ono; contact S.Mcintyre on 
6249 8600. 
ANTIQUE VICTORIAN chaise carved end cabriole legs diamond 
buttoning, $3950; contact Ernst Willheim on 61252144(w) 62731007 
(h). 
APOLLO 1989 v good condition, 1 owner, ps, ac 12 mths rego, low kms, 
, $6,500 ono.; contact Patrick on 62862737. 
BABY CAR SEAT, Uniden cordless ans.machine,Mac PPG Duo Dock 
20Gb lOOmHz,; contact Tim 4.30pm on 6295 6139. 
BICYCLE, $20; contact Kelly on 0402640847. 
BIKE, mens Apollo Jaguar 12 speed. Good condition., $90; contact Neil 
on 61255682. 
BLANKET BOX, silky oak, 1930's, $ 120; contact S.Mcintyre on 6249 
8600. 
BUNK BED, bright blue tubular, exc cond, $80; contact Sharon Sutton 
on 6286 3155. 
BUNK BED, pine with mattresses, $200; contact Mary on 62541716 
(AH). 
CALENDAR. School of Art 2002, $ 10 each; contact Bronwen Sandland/ 
CSA Gallery on 6125 5841. 
CAMERA Canon EOS 300 mint condition with vertical grip , $450; 
contact Andrew on 6125269 l(w) 62538779(h). 
CANE SOFA set, $ 110; contact Ochitha on 61250505 (w) 0413330285 
(m) . 
CLASSICAL GUITAR, 190; contact Ameer on 6279 4520. 
COFFEE TABLE (wood), $40.00; contact Samantha on (w)6125 8248 
(mob)0402903717. 
COFFEE TABLE, $10; contact Sleeba on 62541716 (AH). 
COMPUTER- Gateway Essential 700 (8 mths old). Network card & 
Brand New Printer, Available in Dec., $1300; contact Selvi on 6267 
5318. 
COMPUTER, New Gateway Neo, Windows 98, Worksuite 2000, 
Worth $3000+, Unwanted Prize, $2,800 or ono; contact Sasha on 6251 
5512. 
DAEWOO CIELO 96' vg cond 65k p/s a/c NRM A report, 7000; contact 
peter rauch on 6125 4519. 
DINING TABLE & 4 chairs (urgent sale), $100 ono; contact Ochitha 
on 61250505 (w) 0413330285 (m). 
DISHWASHER old, but works well, door slightly heavy, needs new 
hinge, $40.00; contact B. Singh on 62861947. 
FEYNMAN LECTURES in Physics - 3 vol, $ 100; contact Ray Lindsay 
on 6272 2215(w) 6282 4269(h). 
FORDBARINA 1986,4 door hatch, 123,000 kms, excellent condiUon, 
serviced every 5000 kms, $2200, Contact Geetha 61255602 (w) or 0414 
695 840 
FORD LASER 1981, Reliable and economical., $ 1000; Contact Claudia 
on 6254 3708. 
FRIDGE/FREEZER, Hoover 330L, exc. condition, $330; contact 
Matthew on 62310935. 
GARAGE SALE Desk bookcase fridge Foldable clothlines outdoor 
chairs birdbath, $10-$250; contact on 6247 8868. 
HONDAPRELUDE 'CarBra' ,$90;contactStephenPopeon61254275. 
IMAC350 & printer, $900; only 1 year old contact 
imac3502000@yahoo.com. 
KAWASAKI ZX6R 1998 immac.history extras 43000km rego2/02 
older rider, $8500; contact John Ellison on 52569 762922157. 
LADIES SUIT, Sz 10 Dolinia, Mid Blue Skirt & Jacket, $25.00; contact 
Maureen on 6248 9809. 
LOUNGE. 3-piece pine 2 seater, 2 chairs., $ 100; contact Kate on 6257 
0029. 
MAC G4 400/20/384megRam/DVD/Zip/USBfloppy, $3,500; contact 
Lyndall on 6295 6139, 8pm. 
MAGNA STATION Wagon 1995 5spd manual owner going os, must 
sell!, 9500; contact Michael Laffan on 6125 3127. 
MAZDA 929 station wagon, 1981, Rego 2/2002, $950 ; contact Mat-
thew on 62310935. 

MITSUBISHI LANCER '95 GL, 65,000 
Km, Ex. Cond. 5 mo. Rego, $7,900; contact 
Steve Buckman on 6125 2402. 
MITSUBISHI MAGNA '87. Reliable. 
Cheap. Owner going o/s., $ 1450 ono; con-
tact Caroline Graille on 61253127. 
MITSUBISHI TRITON Ute, 1992, 2.61, 
twin cam, dual cab, $10,500ono; contact 
John on 0417 430 751. 
NISSAN VANETTE Van 1985, rego till 
1/02, 191000km,Camping gear, 3000; contact Marco on 6285 4961. 
ORGAN, $1,800.00 ono; contact Maureen on 6248 9809. 
PADDLE POOL, large, 2m x 0.6m, metal sides, v.good cond., $20; 
contact Carol on 62609861 (bh). 
PERSIAN CARPET, wool 9' x 2' dark reds/blues, $425.00ono; contact 
S.Mcintyre on 6249 8600. 
PEUGEOT 504, Excellent, cheap, safe, reliable car: auto, 5 Michelin 
tyres, new head gasket & carpet., $2,000 ONO; contact Fiona on 6271 
5823. 
LOUNGE 2 SEATER + 1 SEATER PINE VGC, $50.00; contact Ros 
or John on 0427 685 953. 
PRINTER Apple LaserWriter Plus. Works with older Macs., $80.00; 
contact L Mays on 6251-2658. 
PRINTER. Small Olivetti inkjet in good condition, incl.unopened ink 
cartridge., 75; contact Kim Wells on 62518308. 
QUEEN SIZE BED ENSEMBLE, 400; contact Andrea on 0408882988 
or62674966AH. 
RANGE ROVER 2 door V8 4.41 P76 Over Drive LPG, $4500; contact 
Peter Lane on 0404072503. 
RIBBING Attachment for Singer Knitting Machine, Older Models, 
Exc. cond., $60.00; contact B. K. Singh on 62861947. 
ROLLER BLADES, Roces, FCO-Rome, Size 13 US, $60; contact Will 
on 62817661. 
SINGER knit/mach.'s ribbing attachment for older models, used once, 
wi th instruction book, $60.00; contact B. Singh on 62861947. 
SINGLE BED and Mattress & dressing table, $99.00; contact Samantha 
on (w)6125 8248 (mob)0402903717. 
SKIS, Selection of x-countiy, some stocks and boots., 15-20; contact 
Kim Wells on 62511073. 
SOFA BED, $175 ono; contact Maiy on 62541716 (AH). 
SOFA, 2-seater x 2, $75 each; contact Mary on 62541716 (AH). 
SOFA, black, 2 seater, excellent condition and very modem, $100; 
contact Sylvana Ransley on 6231 2139/0401 613750/53525. 
STEREO. Yamaha,JVC T/table suit classical music, $350 ono; contact 
Frank Ingwersen on 6254 1684. 
SURF CAT & TRAILER, Windrush $ 1200 ono; contact C.Culverwell 
on 0416 249 781. 
SUZUKI CINO Xtreme 99 (GTi looks) a/c, p/w, alloy, service hist. , 
$9500; contact Hector on 0416249877 or 62380086(h). 
TABLE Rectangular 6 seater vgc, $20.00; contact Ros or John on 0427 
685 953. 
TABLE, 1940's maple dropside, $450.00ono; contact S.Mcintyre on 
6249 8600. 
T O Y O T A C O R O L L A Conquest sedan 1.8L,a/c,p/s,exc 
condition,72,000kms,Feb'02 Rego,new tyres, $15,500ono; contact 
Peter.Shipp@anu.edu.au on 0404 035 099, 6253 8975(h). 
TOYOTA HILUX 4WD, 3.0L Turbo Diesel, Lots of exti-as. 18,000km 
excellent condition 5yr warranty; Contact Julian on 04 0301 3366. 
TRAMPOLINE, vgc, new mat 140x260 cm, frame 175x300 cm, 
$70.00 o.n.o.; contact janka on 6125 4328. 
TV: Sony colour, good condition with small crack on screen, antenna, 
28cm, $100; contact Sally on 6260 7442. 
VIDEOPLA YER, Deitron VHS, remote control, good condition, 150.00; 
contact Sally on 6260 7442. 
WARDROBE (child's) good condition, 6 drawer and hanging, $40; 
contact Kate Hogan on 6299 5652. 
WOODEN BED with tiiindle and 2 matresses, $75; contact Ochitha on 
61250505 (w) 0413330285 (m). 

The FREE classifled ads that appear here are 
downloaded from the ANU Reporter website 
at: 

<www.anu.edu.au/reporter> 
Only ads submitted to the website will be 
published here—no other submissions will be 
accepted by The Reporter. If space is limited, 
preference will be given on a "first in" basis. 

WANTED TO BUY 

F L O O R RUG, large (around 
230x160) preferrably multicoloured, 
favouring aztec or Chinese design.; 
Contact Sylvana on 62312139/0401 
613 750/53525. 
WINE RACK, wood or wrought iron, 
12-24 bottle capacity; Contact Claire 
o n X 5 8 6 9 9 . 

TO LET 
AINSLIE: Garden studio, all new, IBR, fully furnished, heating, 
washing-machine, private., $350 pw. No other bills, except phone. 
Contact Damien Bryan on 6248 6696 or 0402 209 899. 
ARANDA: Short-stay, non-smoking room in family home, incl. linen 
and hot breakfast. 3 bus stops from ANU., 45/night or 225/week. Contact 
Owner on ph/fax 62518308. 
BAWLEY POINT: Holiday cottage in bush and garden setting near 
beach,. Contact Patiicia Walker on 62513136. 
BEACH COTTAGE, Rosedale, South Coast. Sleeps four non-smok-
ers, F/F & S/C. No pets please. Ph (02) 6295 9067 or Fax (02) 6295 9907. 
Avail 2 nights and longer. 
BROULEE HEADLAND: Architect designed beach house accommo-
dating 6-8 for rent.,. Contact Katie Jacobs on (02) 69432551. 
BRUCE: FF room(s) to let in a spacious, modem 3BR townhouse with 
all facilities. Close to Uni, Civic., $85/week + Bond and exp.. Contact 
Des Pearson on 6213 7648 (w); 0421 356 885. 
CAWONGLA NSW: holiday on alternative project, land care, swim-
ming hole. Hinterland Byron Bay NSW, caravan per nigh, $ 12. Contact 
Bill Herbert on 0417499125 (lisart@gmx.net). 
DELHI, India: Room in share apartment, $400/month approx.. Contact 
Janet DeBoos on X55824 or Ruth at <indibo@vsnl.com>. 
LYNEHAM: very sunny, quiet 1 bedroom near shops; good layout, 140. 
Contact Michael on 6257 5691. 
MCKELLAR: Neat 3 bed home, close to Mckellar shop,No pets or 
group, $220.00/week. Contact Samantha on (w)6125 8248 
(mob)0402903717. 
MOSSY POINT (Sth Coast): Holiday cottage on Candlagan Ck with 
views to forest and hills. Broulee Beach 1 km., 45/night IBR, 55/night 
2BR (min 2 nights). Contact Owner on ph/fax 62518308 or 44715826. 
MYOLA - Jervis Bay: Peaceful, private loft-style retreat. Fully equipped. 
Near bush & beach, . Contact Roslyn Poole on 4446 4234 or 
myola@shoal.net.au. 
NARRABUNDAH: Furnished family house, Jan 2001 - Dec 2002, 3 
bed, lounge, dining, bath, laundry, garage, garden. , 350 ono per wk. 
Contact Robyn Mellor on 6295 9432. 
NARRABUNDAH: Furnished House, 3 bed, kitchen, laundrey, lounge, 
dining, garage, garden, $350 ono per wk. Contact Robyn Mellor on 6295 
9432. 
O'CONNOR: Flatmate wanted to share with 2 others (start Dec-Jan), 
Large garden ~$90/wk. Contact Julian on 04 0301 3366. 
O'CONNOR: large unfum. room in fum. large house, own phone, 
garden with gardener (incl in rent), gas heat, $90 per wk. Contact Sarah, 
Jyoti or Becky on 6249 7013 (after hours). 
QUEANBEYAN: Ibr unit offstreet parking communal laundry 
freshlypainted shop&bus handy, $70pw. Contact Pat on 62572204. 
SOUTH DURRAS: Beachfront home. W'ends/weekly.Sleeps 7. Fully 
equipped. Walks to Murramarang NP, beaches & lake.,. Contact Leonie 
on 6125 4578(w) 6241 6801(h). 
WESTON: four bedroom, double garage, dishwasher, ducted gas 
heating,view,closeANU, 295 pW. Contact Robin Osborne on 0421 341 
626. 

WANTED TO RENT 

CLOSE TO ANU: Contact Damien Homugn on 0421540592. 
INNER SOUTH/ Weston Creek (avail, mid Jan): Fem, 20's, dog, tidy, 
into triathlon, MTB, gardening, politics, up to $110/week. Contact 

Emma Dean on 6125 3320(w) 0403 068 076(m). 
INNER: house sit or rent 2+ bed end nov -end jan, 200/week. Contact 
David Hansen on 03 6211 4131 bh 6234 3456 ah. 
TURNER/O'CONNOR: private space/garden studio for ANU chap-
lain from Jan '02, $100-$150/week. Contact Trish Roberts on 
0408276719. 
YARRALUMLA: furnished, 3 beds, 6 months from Jan 2002, upper/ 
week. Contact Tom Campbell 6125 0630. 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
CURTIN: Four bedroom, lovely family home, sunny aspect, high 
ceilings, great location, $345,000. Contact Helen Richmond on 6125 
2208. 
EVATT 3br home dble garage under: Large home with s.c. granny flat, 
sauna, landscaped garden, garage, courtyard, $280,000. Contact on 6247 

SERVICES 
CAMERA REPAIR, Cameras, enlargers, etc...can be repaired and it 
may be a lot cheaper then you think.; contact Raanan on 0414301061. 
EDITING, Draft to final presentation, any topic, long experience, 
discount for students.; contact Kim Wells, Forestry & Ecology on Ph/fax 
62518308. 
HOUSE MINDING, Prof, couple, n/s. Will care for your house 11/ 
2001-4/2002. References available.; contact Ros Raward on 62012670(w). 
HOUSE SITTING, experienced House sitter available from late Nov, 
excellant references avail; contact Linda on 0409 988 289. 
HOUSE SITTING, Pharmacist and retired teacher (60's) n/s with exp 
& exc ref seek short or long term pos in Canberra; contact Lorraine on 
0414 442 397. 
HOUSE SITTING, Reliable and trustworthy couple available to house 
sit from December on. Excellent References.; contact Sophie on 6125 
3293. 
HOUSEMINDING, House sitter available from 31 October. Take care 
of plants, animals, domestic matters; contact Gabrielle on on 0418 404 
327 or 6282 0235. 
HOUSE-SITTER, ANU prof single woman to house-sit from Jan to 
Dec 02. Loves gardening and pets.; contact Marina on 6125 4369. 
HOUSE-SITTING, Mature professional to mind your rural or suburban 
house Nov-Feb. Pet-minding and gardening OK.; contact Catherine on 
6267 4923. 
ITALIAN LESSONS, mothertongue italian, easy and effective teach-
ing, level: from beginners to advance, 20$/hr; contact lacopo on 62956897. 
LATIN SALSA DANCE & free lesson. Civic. M:0401 632130. 
OSTEOPATHY, Gentle and effective treatment for all musculoskeletal 
problems - optimize your health! Stud, concs.; contact Dr Patrick Carr on 
6260 3050. 
PIANO ACCORDION TUITION, wanted by eager beginner. Please 
contact chris.coughlan@anu.edu.au; contact Chris Coughlan on 6125 
0550. 
PORTUGUESE, Will give editing services free in return for language 
tuition from native of Portugal.; contact Kim Wells, Forestry & Ecology 
on ph/fax 62518308. 
RESUMES/Selection Criteria, professional, personalised, good rates.; 
contact Sue Kennedy on 6287 1390 or 0402 008713. 
THESIS NEED WORK?, I can proofread, copy-edit, index or mark up 
your thesis, monograph, article or webpage. ANU refs.; contact Unwin 
Editorial on 6262 1544 or email: unwin@vtown.com.au. 

NOTICES 

ANU STUDENT recruitment office; For more information contact 
Clara.Hill@anu.edu.au on 6125 4893. 
R I D E S H A R E WANTED, For more information contact 
rideshare@anu.edu.au. 
TRAVEL SHARE - Adelaide, For more information contact Brenton 
on 0419 409 883, 6269 2222. 
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